THE 1ISTENING OF
SGRIOS

[ REMEMBER THE FIRST TIME [ HEARD HIS NAME SPOKEN WITHOUT FEAR....



SOFTLY SPOKEN, NOT IN A TEMPLE, NOR IN THE SHADOW OF A PRIEST'S CAREFUL INSTRUCTION, BUT IN

THE LOW MURMUR OF AN OLD WOMAN WHO HAD OUTLIVED HER GRIEF AND NO LONGER FELT THE
NEED TO SOFTEN HER TRUTHS.

SHE SAT BESIDE A DYING FIRE, TURNING A SMALL BONE OVER IN HER HANDS AS IF IT WERE A KEEPSAKE
RATHER THAN A REMNANT.

[ WAS YOUNG ENOUGH THEN TO THINK ALL HOLY THINGS MUST BE SPOKEN UPWARD, TOWARD RAFTERS
OR STARS OR THE LISTENING FACES OF GODS. YET SHE SPOKE DOWNWARD, TOWARD THE FIRE, TOWARD
THE ASH, TOWARD THE LITTLE WHITE CURVE OF BONE BETWEEN HER FINGERS.

WHEN SHE SPOKE OF SGRIOS, SHE DID NOT WHISPER. THERE WAS NO REVERENCE IN HER TONE, YET
THERE WAS NO MOCKERY EITHER. IT WAS THE SOUND OF SOMEONE DESCRIBING THE TIDE OR THE
PASSING OF SEASONS, SOMETHING INEVITABLE AND UNTROUBLED BY THE WEIGHT OTHERS PLACED
UPON IT.

[ REMEMBER WATCHING THE FIRELIGHT GATHER IN THE LINES OF HER FACE. IT MADE HER LOOK OLDER
THAN SHE WAS, THEN YOUNGER, THEN OLDER AGAIN, AS IF THE FLAME COULD NOT DECIDE WHAT TIME
HAD MADE OF HER.

THAT WAS WHEN | BEGAN TO UNDERSTAND THAT SGRIOS HAD NOT ALWAYS BEEN WHAT WE NOW
CALL HIM.

THERE IS A TENDENCY, WHEN SPEAKING OF SGRIOS, TO BEGIN AT THE POINT WHERE FEAR HAS ALREADY
TAKEN ROOT. THE WORDS THAT SURROUND HIS NAME ARE OFTEN SHAPED LONG BEFORE THEY ARE
SPOKEN, DRAWN FROM STORIES THAT HAVE HARDENED OVER TIME INTO SOMETHING THAT FEELS
IMMOVABLE. BY THE TIME MOST COME TO CONSIDER HIM, THE CONCLUSION HAS ALREADY BEEN
REACHED.

HE IS NAMED AS DESTRUCTION, AND FROM THAT NAMING, EVERYTHING ELSE IS MADE TO FOLLOW. A
DEATH OCCURS, AND SGRIOS IS BLAMED. A VILLAGE FALLS TO ROT, AND SGRIOS IS ACCUSED. A BODY
FAILS, A HARVEST WITHERS, A BELOVED THING SLIPS BEYOND THE REACH OF OUR HANDS, AND WE GIVE
OUR GRIEF A FACE SO THAT WE MAY LOOK UPON IT AND HATE IT.

YET IF WE LOOK MORE CLOSELY AT THE EARLIEST FRAGMENTS THAT REMAIN, WE FIND SOMETHING LESS
CERTAIN. IN THE OLDEST RECORDS, THE ONES THAT HAVE SURVIVED NOT THROUGH PRESERVATION BUT
THROUGH STUBBORN REPETITION, SGRIOS IS NEVER NAMED AS A GOD OF ENDINGS.

THE OLD SCRIPTS SPEAK OF HIM AS A LISTENER FIRST, A PRESENCE THAT LINGERED AT THE EDGES OF
THINGS THAT HAD BEGUN TO FALTER. HE WAS NOT SUMMONED, NOR DID HE ARRIVE WITH PURPOSE.

RATHER, HE APPEARED WHERE PRESENCE WAS THINNING, WHERE THE SHAPE OF A THING HAD BEGUN
TO LOOSEN ITS HOLD ON ITSELF. A ROTTING BEAM IN A LONGHOUSE, A FIELD THAT HAD YIELDED TOO
MANY HARVESTS, A MAN WHOSE BREATH CAME SLOWER WITH EACH PASSING NIGHT.



IN THESE MOMENTS, SOMETHING GATHERED. THE EARLIEST SCHOLARS STRUGGLED TO GIVE IT FORM,
AND SO THEY CALLED IT SGRIOS, THOUGH EVEN THEN THE NAME SEEMED MORE LIKE A PLACEHOLDER
THAN A TRUTH.

WHAT STRIKES ME, READING THOSE FRAGMENTS NOW, IS THE ABSENCE OF CERTAINTY. THERE IS
CAUTION, CERTAINLY, AND A RECOGNITION THAT HIS PRESENCE MARKED A CHANGE THAT COULD NOT
BE UNDONE. BUT THERE IS ALSO A QUIET ACCEPTANCE, AS THOUGH THOSE WHO WROTE THESE
ACCOUNTS UNDERSTOOD SOMETHING WE HAVE SINCE CHOSEN TO FORGET.

THEY DID NOT SEE SGRIOS AS A HARBINGER OF LOSS ALONE, BUT AS A WITNESS TO TRANSFORMATION.
HE DID NOT TAKE.

HE REMAINED.



QOING THROUGH THE ARCHIVES, | FOUND A PASSAGE, WORN THIN BY REPETITION, THAT SPEAKS OF A

TREE DEEP WITHIN A FOREST THAT NO LONGER STANDS. THE TREE HAD GROWN VAST OVER MANY
YEARS, ITS ROOTS BREAKING STONE, ITS BRANCHES CROWDING OUT THE LIGHT.

BIRDS NESTED IN ITS UPPER REACHES. MOSS GATHERED ALONG ITS SHADED SIDE. CHILDREN FROM SOME
VILLAGE NOW FORGOTTEN CARVED SMALL SIGNS INTO ITS BARK AND RETURNED YEARS LATER TO FIND
THOSE MARKS STRETCHED AND WARPED BY GROWTH. THE TREE HAD ENDURED STORMS, DROUGHT,
AXES, AND THE SLOW HUNGER OF INSECTS. FOR A LONG WHILE, ENDURANCE WAS MISTAKEN FOR
PERMANENCE.

WHEN IT BEGAN TO DIE, THE FOREST DID NOT MOURN AS WE MIGHT EXPECT. INSTEAD, THE GROUND
AROUND IT SOFTENED, AND NEW SHOOTS PRESSED UPWARD THROUGH THE DARKENED SOIL.

THE ACCOUNT TELLS US THAT SGRIOS STOOD BENEATH ITS BRANCHES AS THEY SHED THEIR LEAVES, NOT
AS A JUDGE OR A COLLECTOR, BUT AS SOMETHING PATIENT.

THE WRITER DESCRIBES HIM AS STILL, THOUGH NOT IN THE WAY OF SOMETHING LIFELESS. IT IS A
STILLNESS THAT SUGGESTS ATTENTION, AS THOUGH HE WERE LISTENING TO THE SLOW UNRAVELING OF
THE TREE'S BEING.

WHAT HAD GROWN FOR YEARS DID NOT NEGOTIATE ITS ENDING. ITS HEIGHT DID NOT GRANT IT
EXCEPTION. ITS STRENGTH DID NOT PRESERVE IT. THE FOREST DID NOT CHOOSE FOR IT TO FALL, AND
SGRIOS DID NOT COMMAND IT TO WEAKEN. IT SIMPLY REACHED THE POINT WHERE IT COULD NO
LONGER CONTINUE AS IT WAS.

THERE, IN THAT MOMENT WHERE ENDURANCE BECAME BURDEN, SGRIOS WAS PRESENT. NOT TO STEAL
THE TREE FROM THE FOREST. NOT TO PUNISH IT FOR HAVING GROWN OLD. HE WAS THERE BECAUSE
WHAT THE TREE HAD BEEN COULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO LINGER BEYOND ITS TIME WITHOUT
CHANGING THE FOREST AROUND IT INTO SOMETHING LESS ALIVE.

THAT IS THE PART MANY MISS. THE TREE'S FALL WAS NOT MERELY AN END.

IT WAS A RELEASE OF WHAT HAD BEEN HELD TOO LONG IN ONE SHAPE.

IT IS TEMPTING TO READ INTO THIS A KIND OF MERCY, THOUGH I SUSPECT THAT WORD WOULD HAVE
MEANT LITTLE TO THOSE WHO FIRST TOLD THE STORY. MERCY IMPLIES CHOICE, A DELIBERATE ACT OF
KINDNESS.

WHAT THEY DESCRIBE FEELS MORE FUNDAMENTAL THAN THAT.



SGRIOS DID NOT DECIDE TO BE PRESENT. HE WAS DRAWN THERE BY THE SIMPLE FACT THAT SOMETHING
HAD BEGUN TO CHANGE ITS STATE.

[N THIS WAY, HE WAS LESS AN AGENT AND MORE A REFLECTION, THE SHAPE THAT ABSENCE TAKES WHEN
IT BEGINS TO GATHER. BUT REFLECTION IS NOT THE SAME AS HARMLESSNESS, AND ABSENCE IS NOT THE
SAME AS EMPTINESS.

A MIRROR CAN SHOW A WOUND WITHOUT MAKING IT, AND STILL THE SIGHT OF IT MAY CHANGE THE
ONE WHO LOOKS.

OVER TIME, OF COURSE, SUCH DISTINCTIONS BLUR.



IQALITY HAS A WAY OF PRESSING MEANING INTO SHARPER FORM. AS SETTLEMENTS GREW AND LIVES

BECAME MORE TIGHTLY BOUND TO THE THINGS PEOPLE BUILT AND CULTIVATED, THE PRESENCE OF
SGRIOS BEGAN TO CARRY A DIFFERENT WEIGHT.

[T IS ONE THING TO ACCEPT THE FALLING OF A TREE WHEN THE FOREST IS VAST AND FORGIVING. IT IS
ANOTHER TO WATCH THE WALLS OF YOUR HOME BEGIN TO WEAKEN, OR TO FEEL THE STRENGTH LEAVE
YOUR BODY WHILE THERE ARE STILL MOUTHS TO FEED AND WORK LEFT UNDONE.

IT IS ANOTHER TO BURY A CHILD, OR TO STAND IN A FIELD YOU PLANTED WITH YOUR OWN HANDS AND
FIND THAT NOTHING ANSWERS YOU FROM BENEATH THE SOIL.

IN THESE MOMENTS, THE QUIET PATIENCE ATTRIBUTED TO SGRIOS TOOK ON A HARSHER EDGE. WHERE
ONCE HE HAD BEEN SEEN AS A WITNESS, HE WAS NOW REGARDED AS A COMPANION TO LOSS, AND
EVENTUALLY, AS ITS CAUSE. THIS SHIFT IS NOT RECORDED IN ANY SINGLE TEXT. IT EMERGES SLOWLY, LIKE
A STAIN SPREADING THROUGH CLOTH.

EARLY HYMNS BEGIN TO INCLUDE SMALL INVOCATIONS ASKING FOR DISTANCE FROM HIS PRESENCE.
LATER WRITINGS SPEAK OF EFFORTS TO WARD HIM AWAY, TO DELAY HIS ARRIVAL THROUGH RITUAL AND
OFFERING.

BY THE TIME THE FIRST FORMAL TEMPLES WERE RAISED, SGRIOS HAD BEEN GIVEN A DEFINED PLACE
AMONG THE GODS, THOUGH IT WAS A PLACE FEW WISHED TO ACKNOWLEDGE OPENLY.

WHAT FASCINATES ME IS NOT THAT THIS TRANSFORMATION OCCURRED, BUT HOW THOROUGHLY 1T
RESHAPED THE UNDERSTANDING OF HIS NATURE. THE SAME PRESENCE THAT HAD ONCE BEEN
DESCRIBED WITH A KIND OF MEASURED CURIOSITY WAS NOW FRAMED AS SOMETHING TO BE RESISTED,
EVEN FEARED.

YET NOWHERE IN THE OLDER ACCOUNTS DO WE SEE EVIDENCE THAT SGRIOS HIMSELF CHANGED.

THE DIFFERENCE LIES IN WHAT MORTALS HAD COME TO PLACE BEFORE HIM. A BRANCH FALLING IN THE
FOREST IS ONE THING. A KINGDOM FALLING IS ANOTHER.

THE PROCESS MAY BE SIMILAR, BUT THE HEART DOES NOT EXPERIENCE THEM THE SAME WAY.
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1 REMEMBER A STORY OFTEN TOLD TO CHILDREN, THOUGH IT HAS BEEN SOFTENED OVER

GENERATIONS. IT SPEAKS OF A VILLAGE THAT SOUGHT TO RID ITSELF OF DECAY. THE PEOPLE THERE WERE
SKILLED IN CRAFT AND TIRELESS IN THEIR LABOR.

WHEN WOOD BEGAN TO ROT, THEY REPLACED IT BEFORE IT COULD WEAKEN. WHEN ILLNESS TOUCHED
ONE OF THEIR OWN, THEY ISOLATED IT, CUT IT AWAY, DID EVERYTHING WITHIN THEIR POWER TO
PRESERVE WHAT REMAINED.

THEY SEALED GRAIN AGAINST DAMPNESS, KEPT THEIR DEAD FAR FROM THE LIVING, BURNED FALLEN
LEAVES BEFORE THEY COULD DARKEN THE ROADS, AND SCRAPED MOSS FROM STONE AS THOUGH GREEN
ITSELF WERE AN ACCUSATION.

FOR A TIME, IT SEEMED THEY HAD SUCCEEDED. THEIR HOMES STOOD STRONG, THEIR STORES REMAINED
FULL, AND THEIR PEOPLE LIVED LONGER THAN THOSE IN NEIGHBORING LANDS. VISITORS SPOKE
ADMIRINGLY OF THEIR DISCIPLINE. CHILDREN GREW UP NEVER SMELLING THE SWEET, HEAVY SCENT OF
ROT BENEATH AUTUMN LEAVES.

NO ONE SAW A ROOF SAG. NO ONE WATCHED FRUIT COLLAPSE INTO ITSELF. NO ONE SPOKE OPENLY OF
DEATH IF IT COULD BE HELPED. THE VILLAGE BECAME PROUD OF ITS CLEANLINESS, THEN PROTECTIVE
OF IT, THEN AFRAID OF ANYTHING THAT THREATENED IT.

BUT THERE CAME A POINT WHEN NOTHING NEW WOULD TAKE ROOT. THE SOIL GREW STUBBORN,
RESISTING EVEN THE MOST CAREFUL TENDING. SEEDS LAY DORMANT, REFUSING TO BREAK OPEN.

THE PEOPLE WORKED HARDER, BELIEVING THAT EFFORT ALONE WOULD RESTORE WHAT HAD BEEN LOST.
THEY SHARPENED THEIR TOOLS, DEEPENED THEIR WELLS, BROUGHT IN SOIL FROM BEYOND THEIR
BORDERS, PRAYED TO KINDER GODS, BLAMED ONE ANOTHER, THEN BLAMED THE WEATHER, THEN
BLAMED WHATEVER SILENCE ANSWERED THEM FROM THE GROUND.

IT WAS THEN, THE STORY SAYS, THAT SGRIOS CAME AMONG THEM, NOT IN THE QUIET WAY HE HAD ONCE
BEEN KNOWN, BUT AS SOMETHING UNDENIABLE.

THE VILLAGERS SAW HIM AND RECOILED, CERTAIN THAT HE HAD COME TO CLAIM WHAT THEY HAD
FOUGHT SO HARD TO PROTECT. THEY LIT THEIR LAMPS. THEY RAISED THEIR VOICES IN PRAYER. THEY
TURNED TO OTHER GODS, CALLING FOR PROTECTION, FOR DISTANCE, FOR ANYTHING THAT WOULD
KEEP HIS PRESENCE FROM SETTLING AMONG THEM.

AND FOR A TIME, IT SEEMED TO WORK. SGRIOS DID NOT PRESS FORWARD. HE DID NOT REMAIN WHERE
THEY COULD SEE HIM.



WHETHER HE WITHDREW, OR SIMPLY ALLOWED THEM TO BELIEVE HE HAD BEEN TURNED ASIDE, IS NOT
SOMETHING THE STORY ANSWERS.

..BUT HE DID NOT FORCE THE MATTER.
WHAT FOLLOWS IS ALWAYS TOLD WITH A CERTAIN HEAVINESS, EVEN IN ITS SOFTENED FORM.

WITHOUT THE PRESENCE OF DECAY, NOTHING YIELDED. CROPS FAILED, NOT FROM BLIGHT OR DISEASE,
BUT FROM AN ABSENCE OF CHANGE. THE LAND BECAME FIXED, LOCKED IN A STATE THAT ALLOWED
NEITHER GROWTH NOR RENEWAL. SEEDS DID NOT ROT.

THEY DID NOT BREAK. THEY REMAINED AS THEY WERE, UNYIELDING, UNTOUCHED, AND USELESS.

AT FIRST, THE PEOPLE BELIEVED THEY HAD SIMPLY NOT WORKED HARD ENOUGH. THEY TILLED DEEPER.
THEY PLANTED MORE. THEY PRAYED LOUDER.

NOTHING ANSWERED.
THE SOIL DID NOT REJECT THEM.
IT SIMPLY DID NOT RESPOND.

WHAT THEY PRESERVED DID NOT REMAIN WHOLE. IT HARDENED. IT HELD ITS SHAPE LONG AFTER IT
SHOULD HAVE GIVEN WAY. FRUIT DRIED WHERE IT HUNG, NEVER FALLING, NEVER FEEDING THE GROUND
BELOW. MEAT WOULD NOT SPOIL, YET IT WOULD NOT NOURISH. BREAD KEPT ITS FORM UNTIL IT
CRACKED LIKE STONE IN THE HAND.

THEY BEGAN TO EAT LESS. NOT BECAUSE THERE WAS NOTHING TO EAT. BUT BECAUSE NOTHING COULD
BECOME WHAT IT NEEDED TO BE.

HUNGER CAME SLOWLY.

..THEN ALL AT ONCE.

THOSE WHO DIED DID NOT RETURN TO THE SOIL.
THEIR BODIES DID NOT BREAK DOWN.

THEY REMAINED. UNTOUCHED AND UNCHANGED.

AND IN THAT STILLNESS, SOMETHING IN THE VILLAGE SHIFTED. NOT IN WHAT COULD BE SEEN AT FIRST,
BUT IN WHAT COULD BE FELT. THE AIR GREW HEAVY, NOT WITH ROT, BUT WITH THE ABSENCE OF IT. A
WEIGHT THAT DID NOT DISPERSE. A PRESENCE THAT DID NOT MOVE ON.

GRIEF DID NOT SOFTEN. IT LINGERED. BUILT UPON ITSELF. DAY AFTER DAY.



AND IN THAT HOLDING, SOMETHING ELSE BEGAN TO GATHER BENEATH IT. NOT LIFE. NOT RENEWAL.
SOMETHING NO GOD COULD ADDRESS.

SOMETHING THAT DID NOT DECAY, AND SO COULD NOT BE REMADE. SOMETHING THAT DID NOT END,
AND SO DID NOT RELEASE WHAT IT HELD.

THERE ARE STATES WORSE THAN ENDING.

THE VILLAGE HAD BUILT ONE.

WHEN I FIRST HEARD THIS STORY, [ DISMISSED IT AS A SIMPLE LESSON WRAPPED IN MYTH. IT SEEMED
CLEAR ENOUGH IN ITS INTENT, A REMINDER THAT LIFE DEPENDS UPON CYCLES WE DO NOT ALWAYS
WELCOME.

BUT AS I HAVE GROWN OLDER, [ FIND MYSELF RETURNING TO IT WITH A DIFFERENT KIND OF
ATTENTION. THERE IS SOMETHING IN THE WAY SGRIOS IS DEPICTED THAT RESISTS EASY
INTERPRETATION. HE DOES NOT ACT WITH MALICE, NOR DOES HE SEEK TO PUNISH. HIS PRESENCE
REVEALS A TRUTH THE VILLAGERS HAD CHOSEN TO IGNORE, AND THEIR RESPONSE DETERMINES THE
OUTCOME.

THEY HAD MISTAKEN PRESERVATION FOR LIFE. THEY HAD CONFUSED STILLNESS WITH SAFETY.

THIS, I THINK, IS WHERE THE PHILOSOPHY SURROUNDING SGRIOS BEGINS TO TAKE SHAPE.

WE OFTEN SPEAK OF DEATH AS AN ENDING, A FINAL SEVERING THAT CLOSES THE BOOK ON WHAT HAS
BEEN. DECAY, TOO, IS FRAMED AS A LOSS, THE GRADUAL EROSION OF FORM AND FUNCTION. YET IN
EVERY NATURAL SYSTEM WE OBSERVE, THESE PROCESSES ARE INSEPARABLE FROM CREATION.

WITHOUT THE BREAKING DOWN OF WHAT EXISTS, THERE IS NO SPACE FOR WHAT MIGHT COME AFTER.
THE EARLIEST ACCOUNTS UNDERSTOOD THIS INSTINCTIVELY, EVEN IF THEY LACKED THE LANGUAGE TO
EXPRESS IT IN PRECISE TERMS.

BUT THIS IS ONLY THE FIRST LAYER OF THE MATTER, AND PERHAPS THE EASIEST ONE TO ACCEPT.

[T IS ONE THING TO SAY THAT LEAVES ROT AND FEED THE SOIL. IT IS ONE THING TO SAY THAT A TREE
FALLS AND OPENS THE CANOPY. THESE ARE COMFORTABLE EXAMPLES, SOFTENED BY DISTANCE.

THE HARDER TRUTH IS THAT THE SAME PRINCIPLE REACHES INTO EVERY STRUCTURE MORTALS CLING
TO. CUSTOMS DECAY. LAWS DECAY. EMPIRES DECAY. VOWS DECAY WHEN THEY ARE HELD IN THE MOUTH
AND NO LONGER IN THE HEART. EVEN GRIEF, [F CARRIED TOO LONG WITHOUT CHANGING, CAN
BECOME A HOUSE NO LIVING SOUL SHOULD INHABIT.

LEFT UNTOUCHED, A THING DOES NOT REMAIN AS IT IS. IT DRIFTS. IT ACCUMULATES. IT BEGINS TO LOSE
ITS EDGES IN WAYS THAT DO NOT GIVE RISE TO NEW LIFE, BUT TO SOMETHING STAGNANT AND HUNGRY.



A WOUND THAT NEVER CLOSES DOES NOT REMAIN A WOUND ALONE. A SORROW THAT NEVER MOVES
DOES NOT REMAIN DEVOTION. A KINGDOM THAT REFUSES TO END DOES NOT BECOME ETERNAL. IT
BECOMES A PRISON WEARING THE SHAPE OF ORDER.

THERE ARE THOSE WHO WOULD NOT CALL THIS BALANCE. THEY WOULD SAY THAT WITHOUT SGRIOS,
THE WORLD DOES NOT MERELY STALL. IT DARKENS. WHAT LINGERS TOO LONG DOES NOT REMAIN
WHOLE, BUT BENDS TOWARD SOMETHING LESS ORDERED, LESS LIVING.

THEY WOULD POINT TO THE OLD HISTORIES OF CHADUL AND THE DUBHAIM, TO THE UNDERWORLD
BUILT UPON TORMENT, TO SUFFERING THAT ACCUMULATED UNTIL IT BECAME A REALM, A HUNGER, A
POWER WITH ITS OWN WILL.

THEY WOULD SAY THAT WHEN ENDINGS ARE DENIED, DARKNESS DOES NOT VANISH. IT GATHERS.
[ DO NOT DISMISS THEM.

THE OLD SGRIOS PRIESTS, SEVERE AS THEY WERE, UNDERSTOOD SOMETHING THAT GENTLER MINDS
OFTEN AVOID. THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT THE WORLD IS NOT PROTECTED BY KINDNESS ALONE. THEY
BELIEVED A CONTRACT EXISTED, WHETHER SPOKEN IN DOCTRINE OR CARRIED IN BLOOD, AND THAT
DEATH WAS NOT MERELY AN EVENT BUT A KEEPING OF TERMS.

HEMLOCH AND WINE, BONE AND ASH, SCARS AND OFFERINGS. TO MANY, SUCH RITES APPEAR
MONSTROUS. PERHAPS SOME WERE.

YET BENEATH THE HORROR SITS A THOUGHT THAT DESERVES MORE CARE THAN REVULSION. THEY
BELIEVED SGRIOS COMPLETED WHAT HAD TO BE COMPLETED, AND THAT WITHOUT SUCH COMPLETION,
SOMETHING WORSE THAN DEATH WOULD PRESS AGAINST THE EDGES OF TEMUAIR.

THIS IS WHERE SGRIOS BECOMES DIFFICULT TO SPEAK OF HONESTLY. IF WE MAKE HIM GENTLE, WE LIE. [F
WE MAKE HIM EVIL, WE SIMPLIFY. [F WE MAKE HIM MERELY NATURAL, WE STRIP AWAY THE TERROR THAT
HAS FOLLOWED HIS NAME THROUGH AEONS.

HE IS BOUND TO DEATH, AND DEATH WOUNDS. HE IS TIED TO DECAY, AND DECAY TAKES WHAT WE
RECOGNIZE AND MAKES IT STRANGE. HE STANDS NEAR THE UNDERWORLD, NEAR DARKNESS, NEAR
POWERS NO SANE AISLING SHOULD TREAT LIGHTLY. THOSE WHO PASS THROUGH HIS DOMAIN DO NOT
RETURN UNTOUCHED.

THE SCAR OF SGRIOS IS NOT A METAPHOR TO THOSE WHO BEAR IT. SOMETHING IS LOST. SOMETHING IS
MARKED. SOMETHING OF THE SELF IS DIMINISHED AND MUST BE RESTORED THROUGH FAITH, EFFORT, OR
THE GRACE OF POWERS OPPOSED TO THAT WOUND.

SO WHILE SGRIOS MAY NOT ORIGINATE DESTRUCTION, HE IS NOT WITHOUT CONSEQUENCE. THOSE
WHO RETURN FROM DEATH DO NOT DO SO UNCHANGED. SOMETHING IS TAKEN, SOMETHING ALTERED,
THOUGH NOT IN A WAY THAT CAN BE EASILY MEASURED BY THE HAND.



SOME CALL THIS PUNISHMENT, A CORRECTION FOR FAILURE OR FOLLY. OTHERS CALL IT EXTRACTION, A
PAYMENT MADE TO POWERS THAT SUSTAIN THEMSELVES UPON WHAT LIVING BEINGS CARRY.

STILL OTHERS BELIEVE IT IS SIMPLY THE COST OF CROSSING A BOUNDARY BETWEEN STATES THAT WERE
NEVER MEANT TO BE CROSSED CLEANLY.

EACH EXPLANATION REVEALS MORE ABOUT THE SPEAKER THAN ABOUT SGRIOS HIMSELF, YET ALL AGREE
ON ONE THING.

THE PASSAGE THROUGH HIM LEAVES ITS TRACE.

THIS COMPLICATES THE EARLIER VIEW OF HIM AS A PASSIVE WITNESS. [F HE WERE ONLY PRESENT AT
MOMENTS OF CHANGE, WITHOUT INFLUENCE OR INTERACTION, HE COULD BE UNDERSTOOD AS A
REFLECTION OF PROCESS ALONE.

BUT THE EVIDENCE OF SCAR AND SOUL SUGGESTS SOMETHING MORE. HE STANDS AT THE THRESHOLD,
YES, BUT HE IS ALSO PART OF WHAT DEFINES THAT THRESHOLD. THE TRANSITION BETWEEN STATES IS
NOT CLEAN. IT LEAVES RESIDUE. IT ALTERS WHAT PASSES THROUGH IT.

IN THIS SENSE, SGRIOS IS NOT MERELY THE WITNESS TO TRANSFORMATION, BUT A COMPONENT OF ITS
MECHANISM.

SGRIOS EMBODIES THIS TENSION.

HE STANDS WHERE SOMETHING CEASES TO BE WHAT IT WAS, BUT HAS NOT YET BECOME SOMETHING
NEW. IT IS AN UNCOMFORTABLE PLACE, ONE THAT RESISTS CLEAR DEFINITION. THERE IS NO CERTAINTY
THERE, NO ASSURANCE THAT WHAT FOLLOWS WILL BE BETTER OR EVEN SURVIVABLE.

[T IS PERHAPS FOR THIS REASON THAT WE HAVE COME TO FEAR HIM, TO CAST HIM AS A FORCE THAT
TAKES RATHER THAN ONE THAT TRANSFORMS. YET TRANSFORMATION ITSELF TAKES.

THAT IS THE PART WE OFTEN REFUSE TO SAY ALOUD.

TO UNDERSTAND HIM FULLY, WE MUST ALSO CONSIDER HIS RELATIONSHIP TO THE GREATER FORCES
THAT SHAPE TEMUAIR. CHADUL IS WIDELY REGARDED AS THE SOURCE OF CORRUPTION, THE
ACCUMULATION OF HATRED, SUFFERING, AND IMBALANCE THAT GAVE RISE TO THE UNDERWORLD AND
THE SYSTEMS THAT SUSTAIN IT. IF SGRIOS WERE WHOLLY SEPARATE FROM THIS, WE MIGHT DEFINE HIM AS
A COUNTERPOINT, A NEUTRAL FORCE OPERATING BESIDE SOMETHING DARKER.

BUT THE HISTORIES DO NOT PERMIT SUCH A CLEAN DIVISION. SGRIOS IS ENTANGLED WITH THAT
SYSTEM. HE IS GIVEN SOULS, OR TAKES THEM. HE EXISTS WITHIN THE STRUCTURE THAT CHADUL
GOVERNS, WHETHER AS SERVANT, EXTENSION, JAILER, STEWARD, OR SOMETHING LESS EASILY
CATEGORIZED.

THIS DOES NOT MAKE HIM IDENTICAL TO CHADUL, NOR DOES IT REDUCE HIM TO A SIMPLE
INSTRUMENT. THE DISTINCTION MATTERS.



CHADUL GATHERS. CHADUL CORRUPTS. CHADUL HUNGERS TOWARD DOMINION AND THE
SWALLOWING OF ALL LIGHT INTO A DARKNESS THAT WOULD KNOW NO RELEASE. SGRIOS, BY CONTRAST,
MARKS TRANSITION. HE COMPLETES FORMS. HE STANDS WHERE CONTINUATION DEMANDS THAT
SOMETHING GIVE WAY.

[F CHADUL IS ACCUMULATION WITHOUT MERCY, SGRIOS IS THE ENDING THAT PREVENTS
ACCUMULATION FROM BECOMING ENDLESS. [F CHADUL BINDS SOULS INTO DARKNESS, SGRIOS IS THE
TERRIBLE HAND AT THE DOOR BETWEEN STATES, NEITHER INNOCENT OF THE SYSTEM NOR WHOLLY
CONSUMED BY ITS PURPOSE.

SEEN IN THIS WAY, SGRIOS IS NOT SEPARATE FROM DARKNESS. HE IS PART OF ITS STRUCTURE, THOUGH
HIS FUNCTION WITHIN IT IS DISTINCT. THIS IS THE NARROW PATH ONE MUST WALK WHEN SPEAKING OF
HIM. TOO FAR IN ONE DIRECTION, AND SGRIOS BECOMES NOTHING MORE THAN A NATURAL SEASON,
STRIPPED OF HIS DANGER. TOO FAR IN THE OTHER, AND HE BECOMES MERELY ANOTHER FACE OF
CHADUL, STRIPPED OF HIS NECESSITY. NEITHER POSITION IS SUFFICIENT.

THE WORLD THAT HAS KNOWN HIM LONGEST HAS NEVER SPOKEN OF HIM WITH ONE VOICE BECAUSE HE
DOES NOT PERMIT ONE VOICE TO CONTAIN HIM.



ONE PASSAGE FROM A LATER TEXT, WRITTEN AT A TIME WHEN THE TEMPLES HAD ALREADY BEGUN TO

DEFINE SGRIOS IN NARROWER TERMS, DESCRIBES A MOMENT OF PERSONAL LOSS.

THE AUTHOR, A SCHOLAR WHOSE NAME HAS BEEN LOST, WRITES OF SITTING BESIDE A FRIEND WHO HAD
FALLEN ILL, WATCHING AS THE LIFE HE HAD KNOWN IN THAT PERSON SEEMED TO WITHDRAW INCH BY
INCH. THERE IS GRIEF IN HIS WORDS, AND A KIND OF QUIET ANGER. HE SEARCHES FOR MEANING, FOR
SOME WAY TO RECONCILE WHAT HE IS WITNESSING WITH THE TEACHINGS HE HAS BEEN GIVEN.

AT THE END OF THE PASSAGE, HE DESCRIBES A SHIFT. HE STOPS TRYING TO HOLD ONTO WHAT IS
LEAVING AND INSTEAD BEGINS TO PAY ATTENTION TO WHAT REMAINS.

THE BREATH, THOUGH SHALLOW, IS STILL THERE. THE WARMTH OF THE BODY HAS NOT YET FADED.
THERE IS A PRESENCE THAT LINGERS, EVEN AS IT CHANGES. IN THAT MOMENT, HE WRITES, HE FEELS
SOMETHING ELSE IN THE ROOM, SOMETHING HE RECOGNIZES NOT AS AN INTRUDER, BUT AS A
CONTINUATION OF WHAT HAS ALWAYS BEEN.

HE DOES NOT NAME IT DIRECTLY, BUT THE IMPLICATION IS CLEAR.

THIS ACCOUNT HAS ALWAYS STRUCK ME AS ONE OF THE MOST HONEST WE HAVE. IT DOES NOT DENY
THE PAIN OF LOSS, NOR DOES IT ATTEMPT TO DRESS IT IN COMFORTING ILLUSIONS.

INSTEAD, IT ACKNOWLEDGES THE COMPLEXITY OF THE EXPERIENCE, THE WAY GRIEF AND
UNDERSTANDING CAN COEXIST WITHOUT RESOLVING INTO SOMETHING SIMPLE. IN THIS, [ THINK, IT
COMES CLOSER TO THE TRUTH OF SGRIOS THAN MANY OF THE MORE FORMAL DOCTRINES THAT
FOLLOWED. IT SEES THAT DEATH IS NOT MADE GENTLE BY BEING NECESSARY.

IT SEES THAT NECESSITY IS NOT MADE FALSE BY BEING PAINFUL.

WE HAVE, OVER TIME, BUILT A NARRATIVE THAT PLACES HIM AT A DISTANCE, SOMETHING TO BE
MANAGED OR AVOIDED IF POSSIBLE. THERE IS A CERTAIN PRACTICALITY TO THIS. NO ONE SEEKS OUT
DECAY OR DEATH FOR ITS OWN SAKE, AND IT WOULD BE FOOLISH TO PRETEND OTHERWISE.

BUT IN DOING SO, WE HAVE ALSO OBSCURED THE DEEPER ROLE HE PLAYS, NOT AS AN ENEMY OF LIFE,
BUT AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF ITS UNFOLDING. TO REJECT HIM ENTIRELY IS TO REJECT THE PROCESS
THAT ALLOWS ANYTHING TO BECOME SOMETHING ELSE.

TO ACCEPT HIM BLINDLY IS TO IGNORE THE COST THAT HIS PRESENCE CARRIES. THE ONLY POSITION
THAT REMAINS IS AWARENESS.



[F YOU LOOK CLOSELY, YOU WILL SEE HIM EVERYWHERE. IN THE FIRST CRACK OF AGING WOOD. IN THE
QUIET SHIFT OF A SEASON THAT DOES NOT ANNOUNCE ITSELF. IN THE MOMENT YOU REALIZE
SOMETHING YOU ONCE HELD TIGHTLY NO LONGER FITS IN YOUR HANDS THE SAME WAY.

HE IS THERE, NOT BECAUSE HE CAUSED THE CRACK, THE SEASON, OR THE LOOSENING OF YOUR GRIP,
BUT BECAUSE EACH MARKS THE SAME HIDDEN LAW. FORM IS TEMPORARY. MEANING IS TEMPORARY.
EVEN MEMORY CHANGES SHAPE AS IT IS CARRIED.

AND YET, FOR ALL HIS PRESENCE, WE CONTINUE TO SPEAK OF HIM AS THOUGH HE ARRIVED AT SOME
POINT. AS THOUGH THERE WAS A BEFORE, AND THEN A BEGINNING WE CAN POINT TO AND NAME.

TO SPEAK OF SGRIOS AS HAVING AN EARLY LIFE IS, IN ITSELF, A KIND OF CONTRADICTION. HE IS NOT
BORN IN THE WAY WE UNDERSTAND IT, NOR DOES HE GROW OR CHANGE IN THE MANNER OF OTHER
BEINGS. WHAT CHANGES IS OUR PERCEPTION, THE STORIES WE TELL, THE MEANINGS WE ASSIGN.

IN THE BEGINNING, HE WAS A PRESENCE OBSERVED. OVER TIME, HE BECAME A FIGURE INTERPRETED.
NOW, HE STANDS AS A SYMBOL, SHAPED AS MUCH BY OUR FEARS AS BY ANY INHERENT NATURE.

AND YET, IF WE LISTEN CLOSELY, WE CAN STILL HEAR ECHOES OF THAT EARLIER UNDERSTANDING.

IT IS THERE IN THE QUIET ACCEPTANCE OF THOSE WHO HAVE LIVED LONG ENOUGH TO SEE PATTERNS
REPEAT. IT IS THERE IN THE RESILIENCE OF ECOSYSTEMS THAT THRIVE ON THE CONSTANT EXCHANGE
BETWEEN GROWTH AND DECAY.

IT IS THERE, EVEN, IN THE WAY WE SPEAK OF LETTING GO, OF MOVING ON, OF ALLOWING SOMETHING
TO END SO THAT SOMETHING ELSE MIGHT BEGIN.

BUT IT IS ALSO THERE IN THE SCAR, IN THE FEAR, IN THE OLD RITES THAT MAKE MODERN HEARTS
RECOIL. SGRIOS IS NOT MADE SMALLER BY THESE CONTRADICTIONS. HE IS REVEALED BY THEM.

[ FIND MYSELF RETURNING, AGAIN AND AGAIN, TO THAT FIRST MEMORY OF THE OLD WOMAN BY THE
FIRE. SHE DID NOT SPEAK OF SGRIOS AS A GOD TO BE WORSHIPPED OR FEARED, BUT AS A REALITY TO BE
ACKNOWLEDGED. THERE WAS A STEADINESS IN HER VOICE THAT SUGGESTED SHE HAD COME TO TERMS
WITH SOMETHING MANY OF US SPEND OUR LIVES AVOIDING.

WHEN SHE FINISHED SPEAKING, SHE PLACED THE BONE BACK INTO THE FIRE.
IT DARKENED FIRST. THEN CRACKED. THEN COLLAPSED INWARD. THEN GAVE WAY.

IT DID NOT VANISH CLEANLY. THERE WAS A MOMENT WHERE IT RESISTED, WHERE STRUCTURE HELD
AGAINST ITS OWN UNDOING. THEN IT BROKE, AND IN BREAKING, BECAME SOMETHING THE FIRE COULD
FINISH. SHE WATCHED IT AS ONE WATCHES SOMETHING FAMILIAR BECOME SOMETHING ELSE ENTIRELY,
WITHOUT ASKING IT TO REMAIN.

[ REMEMBER THINKING SHE WAS NOT WITNESSING AN ENDING. SHE WAS WITNESSING A COMPLETION.



AND SHE DID NOT LOOK COMFORTED. SHE LOOKED CERTAIN.

IN THAT SIMPLE ACT, THERE WAS A KIND OF UNDERSTANDING THAT NO TEXT HAS EVER FULLY
CAPTURED. IT WAS NOT ACCEPTANCE IN THE SENSE OF RESIGNATION, NOR WAS IT A REJECTION OF THE
VALUE OF WHAT HAD BEEN. [T WAS AN AWARENESS OF PROCESS, OF CONTINUITY, OF THE WAY IN WHICH
ENDINGS AND BEGINNINGS ARE BOUND TOGETHER IN WAYS WE CANNOT ALWAYS SEE.

A THING THAT IS NEVER FINISHED CANNOT BE SET DOWN. IT CANNOT BE REMEMBERED PROPERLY. [T
CANNOT GIVE WAY TO WHAT FOLLOWS. IT REMAINS UNFINISHED, PRESSING FORWARD INTO
EVERYTHING THAT COMES AFTER IT. CREATION BEGINS A THING. SGRIOS COMPLETES IT.

THIS IS NOT A GENTLE PHILOSOPHY, THOUGH IT MAY BE MISTAKEN FOR ONE BY THOSE WHO ONLY HEAR
THE PARTS ABOUT FORESTS AND SEASONS.

COMPLETION IS OFTEN BRUTAL. IT DOES NOT ASK WHETHER THE FORM BEING COMPLETED IS BELOVED.
IT DOES NOT PAUSE BECAUSE HANDS STILL REACH FOR IT. WHEN THE WHEEL TURNS, IT TURNS OVER
KINGS AND BEGGARS, TREES AND HOUSES, BODIES AND BELIEFS. THE TURN DOES NOT BECOME EVIL
BECAUSE WE ARE CRUSHED BENEATH IT, AND IT DOES NOT BECOME KIND BECAUSE SOMETHING GROWS
AFTERWARD.

IT IS SIMPLY THE MOVEMENT BY WHICH THE WORLD AVOIDS BECOMING FIXED FOREVER IN ONE
UNBEARABLE SHAPE.

IF THERE IS A LESSON TO BE DRAWN FROM THE EARLY STORIES OF SGRIOS, IT IS NOT ONE THAT CAN BE
EASILY SUMMARIZED OR NEATLY CONTAINED. IT RESISTS SUCH TREATMENT, MUCH AS THE PROCESSES IT
DESCRIBES RESIST OUR ATTEMPTS TO CONTROL THEM.

WHAT IT OFFERS INSTEAD IS A PERSPECTIVE, A WAY OF SEEING THAT DOES NOT SHY AWAY FROM THE
DIFFICULT ASPECTS OF EXISTENCE, BUT NEITHER DOES IT REDUCE THEM TO SOMETHING PURELY
NEGATIVE.

[T ASKS US TO UNDERSTAND THAT FEAR IS NOT ALWAYS IGNORANCE, AND REVERENCE IS NOT ALWAYS
WISDOM. IT ASKS US TO HOLD TWO TRUTHS AT ONCE.

SGRIOS WOUNDS, AND SGRIOS IS NECESSARY.

WE LIVE IN A WORLD SHAPED BY FORCES BOTH CREATIVE AND DESTRUCTIVE, THOUGH THOSE TERMS
THEMSELVES MAY BE TOO SIMPLE TO CAPTURE THE FULL PICTURE. DESTRUCTION IS SOMETIMES
CREATION SEEN FROM THE SIDE OF WHAT IS BEING LOST. CREATION IS SOMETIMES DESTRUCTION SEEN
FROM THE SIDE OF WHAT IS ALLOWED TO BEGIN.

SGRIOS STANDS AT THE INTERSECTION OF THESE FORCES, A REMINDER THAT WHAT WE LOSE AND WHAT
WE GAIN ARE OFTEN PART OF THE SAME MOVEMENT. TO DENY ONE IS TO MISUNDERSTAND THE OTHER.

TO DENY ONE IS TO MISUNDERSTAND THE OTHER.



SO EVEN AS I WRITE THIS, | AM AWARE THAT THESE WORDS WILL ONE DAY FADE, THEIR MEANING

SHIFTING AS THEY ARE READ AND REREAD BY THOSE WHO COME AFTER. THIS DOES NOT DIMINISH
THEIR VALUE.

[F ANYTHING, IT PLACES THEM WITHIN THE SAME PATTERN [ HAVE BEEN DESCRIBING. THEY EXIST FOR A
TIME, SERVE THEIR PURPOSE, AND THEN GIVE WAY TO SOMETHING NEW.

IN THAT SENSE, EVEN THIS ACCOUNT IS NOT SEPARATE FROM SGRIOS, BUT A SMALL PART OF HIS
DOMAIN.

AND PERHAPS THAT IS THE MOST HONEST WAY TO UNDERSTAND HIM, NOT AS SOMETHING BEYOND US,
BUT AS SOMETHING WOVEN INTO THE VERY FABRIC OF OUR EXPERIENCE.

HE IS THERE IN THE QUIET MOMENTS OF TRANSITION, IN THE SPACES WHERE ONE THING BECOMES
ANOTHER. HE IS IN THE FOREST FLOOR AND THE FAILING BREATH. HE IS IN THE SCAR LEFT UPON THE
SOUL AND IN THE OLD PRIEST'S DREADFUL BARGAIN. HE IS IN THE VILLAGE THAT WOULD NOT ROT AND
SO COULD NO LONGER LIVE. HE IS IN THE BONE THAT BLACKENS, CRACKS, AND GIVES WAY BENEATH
THE PATIENT FIRE.

BUT HE IS NOT ONLY FOUND IN STILLNESS.

HE IS THERE WHEN STEEL MEETS STEEL, WHEN ARMIES BREAK AGAINST ONE ANOTHER AND THE SHAPE
OF MEN IS LOST BENEATH THE WEIGHT OF WHAT THEY HAVE CHOSEN TO DO. HE IS THERE IN THE
MOMENT A BLADE FINDS ITS MARK, IN THE INSTANT BEFORE A BODY UNDERSTANDS IT HAS BEEN
UNDONE. HE IS THERE WHEN MONSTERS TEAR THROUGH FLESH WITHOUT REASON OR MERCY, WHEN
AISLINGS STAND AGAINST THEM KNOWING SOME WILL NOT RISE AGAIN.

HE IS THERE WHEN DEATH IS NOT ACCEPTED, BUT FORCED.
WHEN IT IS RESISTED.

WHEN IT IS FEARED.

WHEN IT IS DESERVED.

AND WHEN IT IS NOT.

HE IS THERE IN THE AFTERMATH, WHERE THE GROUND IS NO LONGER GROUND ALONE, BUT
SOMETHING THAT HAS TAKEN IN WHAT WAS LIVING AND MADE IT PART OF SOMETHING ELSE. HE IS



THERE IN THE SILENCE THAT FOLLOWS VIOLENCE, IN THE BREATH THAT DOES NOT RETURN, IN THE
WEIGHT THAT SETTLES OVER THOSE WHO REMAIN.

AND HE DOES NOT TURN AWAY.

HE DOES NOT SOFTEN WHAT HAS HAPPENED. HE DOES NOT RESTORE WHAT WAS LOST. BUT NEITHER
DOES HE ALLOW IT TO REMAIN UNFINISHED.

EVEN HERE, ESPECIALLY HERE, SOMETHING IS COMPLETED. SOMETHING IS CARRIED FORWARD.
SOMETHING IS CHANGED IN A WAY THAT CANNOT BE UNDONE.

WE MAY CHOOSE TO FEAR HIM, TO RESIST, TO TURN AWAY. OR WE MAY, AS THE OLD STORIES SUGGEST,
LEARN TO RECOGNIZE HIS PRESENCE FOR WHAT IT IS.

A WITNESS TO CHANGE, YES. BUT NOT ONLY A WITNESS.

A BOUNDARY AGAINST WHAT FESTERS WHEN CHANGE IS DENIED. A COMPLETION OF FORM, WHETHER
IT IS WELCOMED OR NOT. A FORCE THAT DOES NOT SPARE US FROM LOSS, BUT ENSURES THAT LOSS DOES
NOT BECOME SOMETHING WORSE THAN ENDING.

A COST THAT CANNOT BE AVOIDED SIMPLY BECAUSE WE MAY FIND IT CRUEL.

AND WHETHER WE UNDERSTAND HIM OR NOT, HE REMAINS WHERE HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN—PRESENT AT
THE MOMENT WE CAN NO LONGER REMAIN WHAT WE WERE.

Loy
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